
Kenton Thompson

Kenton Thompson grew up in the small town of Mankato in 

northcentral Kansas. He graduated from Kansas State University 

and has a Master’s degree from Eastern Illinois University. He 

became a Christian as a young adult and moved to the Kansas 

City area when he and his late wife, Sharon, married. They were 

married just shy of 30 years when Sharon passed away from 

cancer in July 2024. 

Kenton lives near our Olathe Campus which he has attended 

since 2008. He was part of the group that originally developed 

the Safety Team for Christ Community for which he now serves 

as team leader at the Olathe Campus. Today, Kenton also serves 

with Student Ministries on Wednesday nights and has a special 

place in his heart for Christ Community’s Pastoral Residency and 

Intern programs. He hosts numerous church-related events at 

his home throughout the year. 

Kenton and Sharon have two sons, Conner and Collin. Conner 

and his wife, Gillian, live in Seattle, and Collin and his wife, 

Cameron, live in Olathe and are active at our Olathe Campus. 

Kenton’s first career was as an athletic trainer at Cloud 

County Community College in Concordia, Kansas. He began 

his law enforcement career as a Deputy with the Johnson 

County Sheriff’s office in 1995. He moved to the Olathe Police 

Department in 1996 where he served as a patrol officer, training 

coordinator, and detective. He was a detective for the last 15 years 

of his career with a case load primarily involving child abuse. 

Kenton retired from the department in 2020.  

Kenton is engaged to Kathy Pryor and they plan to be married in 

early 2027. Kathy is also active at our Olathe Campus and serves 

on the Hospitality Team and with the Fifty & Better ministry. 



Rod Brenneman 

Rod spent most of his career at Seaboard Corporation, an 

international agribusiness and transportation company. While 

at Seaboard, Rod worked in various finance and operating roles 

before serving as President and CEO of Seaboard Foods, a pork 

production and processing company, and then as President 

and CEO of Butterball, LLC. Since he stepped down in 2014, Rod 

has been serving on numerous boards in the financial and food 

production space.  

Rod and his wife Shelley both grew up in Christian homes and 

made a commitment to follow Jesus in their early teenage years. 

They met at Hesston College, a small Mennonite Church college, 

and have been married for 39 years. They have two adult married 

children, nine grandchildren, and have attended our Leawood 

Campus since 2014.

Rod and Shelley have served with the campus hospitality team 

and enjoyed connections with several of Christ Community 

outreach partners including Elam, Hope Center, ReHope, and 

CarePortal. They are also involved in Lifesong for Orphans, a 

non-profit ministry focusing on orphans and vulnerable children 

around the world, and Rod serves on their board. Rod also served 

on the board of Made to Flourish for several years.
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